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Report cows on road

WARNING: THE GRAPHIC IMAGE THAT COMES THROUGH wild animals and populations on the road is part of rural life, but the issue of legality and responsibility is a grey area for most people. During a recent accident from Biggenden, meat workers employee Kye Cooper totaled his $40,000 Mazda Ute after a collision with a stray
cow. At the heart of Mr. Cooper's frustration was responsibility for the stray animal because of the lack of a brand. Detective Sergeant and Officer-in-Charge of the Population and Rural Crime Squad in Rome, Scott Jackson, said regarding the signs, it was recommended that it be done at the earliest opportunity. The law when it comes to
brands is an animal must be branded if it's sold, and it's more than 100 kilos, Det Sgt Jackson said. Many people would mark their weaning until they are preparing to sell, but this should be done in terms of responsibilities. When asked about the legality of meeting one of these animals on the roads, Det Sgt Jackson said it could be a
complex issue. It's hard to prove whether the animal is wild or whether it was scared or chased by a dog over a fence, he said. This is an unfortunate incident, but as a driver they should report directly to the police and we will conduct an appropriate investigation to determine that he is the owner of the animal. The cow involved in the
collision with Kye Cooper's vehicle on Maryborough Biggenden Rd. Picture: Contributed. If these stray cows become common events in certain areas, Det Sgt Jackson urged landowners to report it to a local animal management council officer. The situation would have been a little different if the animals had been driven down the road as
a crowd of cattle controlled someone else and the car drove into one, he said. This is a violation of the terms of the permit that they must comply with. Fences and major road arteries are a must for landowners, and Detective Sergeant Jackson recalled a Roma case where a gentleman refused to fix his fences. The council has taken action
on this issue, and fixed all fences at its expense, he said. An animal management worker from North Burnett is encouraging the community to report supplies on the roads to the council as soon as they see it. If it was reported, we could go out, take pictures, get the cows off the road and write a report about what happened, they said. If
they are repeat offenders, we will send them a letter saying that if things go further, further steps will be taken. In the past, cattle were seized to stop the problem of free animals on highways, with some landowners having to pay a fee. If motorists are in an accident involving a cow, they are encouraged to report the incident as a car
accident as soon as possible. This is the biggest thing they can do when they come across an animal so they can cover the cost. Herding cattle along a public road can be a regular part of your farm day or can only become ad hoc. Regardless of the reasons for the bovine you must be sure that you identify and manage risks to avoid
potentially costly legal consequences. What are the risks? While herding cattle, you should be aware that they can cause injury to both farm workers herding cattle and members of the public who use the road. There is also the possibility of harm to those who use the road after the cattle have been moved. What is the legal status? There
are two main legal areas that can affect you if the cattle herd is not managed properly. 1 Civil law negligence If you do not have the cattle under sufficient control when they are on the road, this could mean negligence. This means that you would be responsible for any damage or injury caused to other road users or their property. In
practice, this could mean that you have to pay for damage to the car to be repaired, or settle a claim for damages if a passerby has been injured. To avoid liability, you need to make sure that you use all reasonable care to prevent animals from causing harm or damage. Whether you have acted sensibly will be judged by the standards of
the common man. The main way to prove that you have acted reasonably is to demonstrate that you have identified the risks and taken steps to minimise them. The steps you will need to take will depend on the likelihood of damage and its potential severity, as well as on the practicality and cost of taking action. 2 Criminal law The offence
may be committed under the Highway Act as a result of mud or manure deposited on the road by cattle. It is also an offence to intentionally obstruct the free passage of the motorway. Obstruction can be caused by the cattle themselves or, if it is in sufficient quantities, mud / manure, which they store on the road. If you were found guilty of
such a crime, the penalty would be a fine, currently set at £1,000. As a warning, you should also be aware that farmers have been accused of far more serious crimes on occasions. Mills &amp; Reeve have experience representing clients who have been charged with felony endangerment of road users (misdemeanor under the Road
Traffic Act) and manslaughter. Both situations occurred when mud on the road was identified as contributing to a road traffic accident and could result in imprisonment. Fortunately for our clients, Mills &amp; Reeve successfully argued that under the circumstances of each case, the fee was too strict and neither charge was confirmed.
There is also a risk that you will be prosecuted for breaches of health and safety legislation. The primary obligations are laid down in the Act on Safety and Health at Work. This stipulses that if you are an employer, you have an obligation to ensure, as far as reasonably practicable, the health, safety and well-being at work of your
employees. In addition, employers and self-employed also ensure that other businesses are not put on the market by other health and safety. Breaching these obligations is a criminal offence, regardless of whether a person is actually injured. What can I do to minimize risks? The overall way to minimise risks and the possibility of legal
action is to regularly carry out risk assessments and keep records of them. The risk assessment should address the whole process and identify potential hazards. It's not just a checkbox exercise and you should ensure that risks in your particular circumstances are carefully considered. Where possible, you should then take steps to
minimise these dangers. It is also appropriate to keep a record of all incidents that occur so that you can take measures to minimise them where possible. Aspects you might consider are: Route: Do you have to move cattle along the highway? Consider whether there is an alternative route or a route that minimizes the distance cattle have
to travel. Do you have to close the whole road? Consider temporarily closing one lane so that road users can drive along the road without coming into direct contact with cattle. Use road signs to warn other users that cattle are on the road. If permanent tags are needed at regular crossings, you should contact your local council. One type
of sign they may choose to provide is a folding sign flap that can be opened/closed as needed. Once the cattle have left the road, make sure that signs are placed to warn motorists about mud or manure that has been deposited on the cattle road. Take steps to ensure that the road is cleaned after use. Animals: Get to know your cattle and
identify those whose behavior can sometimes be erratic. However, do not become complacent: the animal's disposition can sometimes change without warning. Remember that playful animals can be as harmful as angry ones. Check the animals before they are moved to signs of aggression and/or illness. Consider alternative ways of
treating these animals so that their behavior does not affect the entire herd. If the animal is usually aggressive or difficult to control, consider whether you should put it out of the herd. If this is not appropriate, ensure that systems are in place to manage this animal. Consider whether it is advisable to move calves separately. Identify
animals that have not been frequently handled and these animals may pose an increased risk. At the first movement of dairy cattle, let the cows get acquainted with the noise and activity associated with milking. Stakeholders: Assess the number of people needed to manage cattle and their role in the process. At least one person should
be in front of the cattle to warn road users. You will also need people to open and close the gates. First of all, you need to ensure that you have enough people to keep the herd under control. The instructions of the Executive Authority for Safety and Health provide that persons who treat bovine animals should be: use handling and other
safety equipment; be aware of the dangers of handling bovine animals and surveillance until they are fit; able to work calmly with cattle, with a minimum of screaming, impatience or unnecessary force; and in good health and properly trained in safe working methods. The guidelines also suggest that children under the age of 13 should not
normally be able to treat cattle. In addition, since many incidents involving cattle occur to people when they are less agile, particular attention should be paid to the risks for people over 65 years of age. Equipment: Have appropriate equipment to help you manage cattle, such as flatslap sticks. Timing: Make sure that everything is in place
for the movement of cattle before the start of the process. Make sure you have enough time to carry out the process - rushing cattle can cause them to become upset. If possible, avoid moving cattle at busy times of the day. If you move after dark, wear reflective clothing and wear lights – white at the front and red at the back. In addition to
the above points, you may want to consult the Website of the Occupational Safety and Health Administration (www.hse.gov.uk). During 2010, the HSE is running a campaign to promote health and safety on farms and materials on its website may be of use to you in relation to all aspects of your agricultural business. To further protect you
and your business, you may consider getting public liability and/or employer liability insurance. You will need to provide your insurance company with details of the activities you are carrying out. You should also make sure that you find that the coverage that is offered: for example, the insurance does not cover the cost of the criminal fine
imposed on you. You.
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